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When Akbar had consolidated his power north of the Vindhyas, AHMAD-
his thoughts turned towards the Dakhan, and in the fortieth year 3STAGAH,
of his reign he sent his son Murad in command of an invading
army. Ahmadnagar was besieged but without much energy, and
eventually terms were made leaving Ahmadnagar with the Nizam
Shdh. In 1008 Akbar himself proceeded to the Dakhan, and
Ahmadnagar was taken after a siege of four months. In Jahangir's
reign the city was lost and regained. When Shahjahan came to
the throne, the fort of Ahmadnagar was all that was left to the
Mughals south of Khandesh and Berar, but a more vigorous policy
was pursued, and by 1637 (1047) the Nizam Shahi kingdom had
been incorporated into the Mugbal empire.
Akbar struck coins at Ahmadnagar, but only a few specimens
are known. Nos. 638-43 are probably, to judge from the evidence
of the KaUma on the obverse, specimens of a type current early
in Jahangir's reign. They are, however, of the normal rupee
weight, and may therefore be placed after the sixth year. The
gold muhar, No. 585, is later, and both it and the rupee of 1036
are rare coins. The latter would show that Nurjahan's influence
had not penetrated to the Dakhan.
There are two types of the coins of Shahjahan, one (No. 886)
giving the Ilahi month dated 1041 and the other with the usual
square areas. The mint was apparently little used during the first
half of Aurangz^b's reign, only one coin—of the first year—(L. M. (7.,
p. 179) being published of that period. In 1681 (a. H. 1092),
however, Aurangz^b himself took command of his Dakhan army,
and coins began soon after to issue more freely from Ahmadnagar.
Nos. 1165-6 of the twenty-eighth year (1095-6) may possibly be
examples of the first issues, as they are peculiar in having the Hijra
date on the reverse and the regnal year on the obverse. A gold coin
of 1097 (B.M.C., No. 710) retains this peculiarity, but in No. 1167
of 1098 the usual practice is introduced. A'zam Shah, during his
brief struggle for the throne (a.h. 1118), struck rupees at Ahmadnagar.
The latest coin in this collection from the Ahmadnagar mint is
No. 1654 of Shah cj£.lam I, and copper coins both of this king
and Farrukh-siyar (year 5) were in Dr. White King's cabinet, but
after this latter reign the mints of Southern India gradually
disappear, a new power springing up into independence in HaidaraMd
under Chin Kulich Khan and his successors.
AHMADNAGAR FARRUKHABlD.    See Farrukhab&L

